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Muslim orthodoxy itself through Its belief in the eternal, uncreated
Qur'an, the archetype of that dictated to Mohammed by the Arch-
angel Gabriel, elevated the Qur'an to a status co-existent and co-
eternal with God, and caused the important seventh-century sect
of the Mu'tazila to protest that the Unity of God was thereby
infringed.
Muslims believe in a Resurrection of the body preceding the Last
Judgement, with physical rewards in Heaven and punishments in
Hell. These Last Things will be preceded by the coming of the
Mahdi, the divinely-guided, having the same names as the Prophet
himself. This concept of the Mahdi has been left obscurely in the
background of orthodox Sunni Islam, but among the poor and
underprivileged sections of the Sunni community self-styled
Mahdis have appeared from time to time to deliver them from op-
pression and institute a reign of righteousness; and in the Shi'a the
Mahdi has much greater importance, since he is there none other
than the Hidden Imam returning to his people.
In its dogmatic essentials Islam is thus closely akin to Judaism,
with some superficial borrowings from Christianity, the whole
given a distinctively Arabian orientation after its rejection by the
Jews of Madina. Its importance in world-civilization lies not so
much in its undistinguished dogmatic as in the cohesive force of
the system of legal and social regulations for the direction of the
Muslim community, begun by the Prophet himself and incor-
porated in the Qur'an, and continued under the Caliphs in the form
of the Traditions. It was these regulations, superimposed on the
simple dogmatic foundation, that originally brought together the
individualist Arab tribes as a conquering force, that imposed a
social unity upon the national and cultural diversity of the Muslim
world in its greatest days, and that maintains a sense of unity even
to-day after centuries of decay and neglect. The present machine-
age may have undermined the belief of many 'educated' Muslims
in the dogmas of their religion; but though they have become
free-thinkers or even atheists, they remain notwithstanding within
the social community of Islam.